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CHARLES F. GUNTHER. 
1837—1920. 

Charles Frederick Gunther, 83 years of age, pioneer, ot 
Chicago and noted collector of historical material, died Feb. 
10, at his home, 3601 South Michigan avenue, Chicago, of 
pneumonia. 

Mr. Gunther was identified with the business and artistic 
development of the -city for many years. Coming here as a 
traveling salesman in 1868, he opened a candy store at 125 
South Clark street. When the Chicago fire destroyed his busi- 
ness, he rebuilt larger quarters in what is now the McVicker 
Theater building. He was the organizer of the Coliseum com- 
pany and its first president. 

Mr. Gunther was a Democrat and was active in politics. 
He was alderman for the Second ward from 1897 to 1901. 
From 1901 to 1905 he was city treasurer. He once was a 
candidate for governor. 

As an art connoisseur Mr. Gunther was nationally knoAvn. 
Several years ago he donated many of his paintings and his- 
torical relics to the Chicago Historical society, of which he 
was a director for twenty years. He gave many paintings to 
the Y. M. C. A. hotel, and some of his finest works adorn the 
walls of the South Shore Country club, to which they have 
been loaned. 

Mr. Gunther offered his entire art and historical collec- 
tion to the city of Chicago, providing a fire-proof building was 
erected for it. The city made no appropriation and in his will 
he left it to his widow and son. 

Mr. Gunther brought the famous Libby prison to Chicago. 
It stood near the site of the present Coliseum, in South Wa- 
bash avenue. 

Mr. Gunther was a thirty-third degree Mason, a member 
of Medinah Temple shrine. Other affiliations were the Acad- 
emy of Sciences, of which he was a trustee ; the Art institute^ 
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Oeographical association, Chicago Association of Commerce, 
and Illinois Manufacturers association. His clubs were the 
Iroquois, Union League, Illinois Athletic, Aero, Germania, 
and Press club. Mr. Gunther was also a member of the Uli- 
nois State Historical Society. 

Mr. Gunther is survived by his widow, who was Miss 
Jennie Burnell of Lima, Ind., and one son, Bumell. The fun- 
eral was held Friday, Feb. 13, at 2 p. m. from the late home. 
The services were conducted by Chevalier Bayard command- 
ery. Interment was made in the family mausoleum at Eose- 
hijl cemetery, where a son. Whitman, is buried. 

The honorary pall bearers were Orva G. Williams, Gen. 
George M. Moulton, George W. Warvelle, D. L. Streeter, 
Amos J. Pettibone, William L. Sharp, Samuel H. Smith, Le 
Eoy D. Goddard, Henry C. Hackney, Robert M. Johnson, S. 
0. Spring, George R. W. Clifford, Hon. Charles J. Vopicka, 
Thomas M. Hoyne, Adlai T. Ewing, Carl T. Latham, Judge 
John P. McGoorty, Clayton E. Crafts, Allen Streeter, and 
George Beaumont. 



